
1 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



2 
  

 

 

 

       
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Table of Contents 

 

1.0 Principal’s Introduction        3 
 

2.0 The Compass Years          4 
2.1   Our Philosophy 
2.2   Navigating Our Curriculum       7 
2.3   Year 9 Curriculum Overview       9 
2.4   Assessment                  10 
2.5   Reporting, Parent/Family – Teacher Conferences and                    
       Student-led Conferences               10 
2.6   Facilities and Resources              11 

 
3.0    Planning for Personal Accomplishment      12 

                3.1  Academic Review Process       13 
      3.2  Certificate of Mastery, Personal Accomplishment,  

 Skills and Strengths (COMPASS)     14 
  

4.0    Course Information        15 
4.1 Prescribed Courses       15 

4.1.1 English        16 
4.1.2 Mathematics       18 
4.1.3 Humanities        20 
4.1.4 Science        23 
4.1.5 Health and Physical Education    25 

4.2 Personal Endeavour Courses      28 
4.2.1 English        29 
4.2.2 Health and Physical Education    30 
4.2.3 Language – Japanese      33 
4.2.4 Technologies       37 
4.2.5 The Arts        44 

4.3 Activate – Global Entrepreneurs      49 
4.4 Micro-credentials         49 
4.5 Connections, Careers, Enrich and Empowered Learning  49 
4.6 Extension Programs       50 

4.6.1 English Extension      51 
4.6.2 Mathematics Extension     51 
4.6.3 Science Extension      52 

 
5.0    Excellence Programs        53 

 
6.0    Additional Learning Opportunities and Experiences   54 

 
7.0    Student Wellbeing, Engagement and Learning     55 

 
8.0    Date Claimers         56 

 

 

 



3 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1.0 Principal’s Introduction 

 

It is with great pleasure that I invite you to explore our Year 9 Program at Foxwell State Secondary College. 
Our Year 9 Program, the first year of our two-year Compass Years Program, is the culmination of our deep 
research into education systems, philosophies and programs around the world, and our examination of local, 
national and global data and trends relating to education and employment now and in the future. The 
Program is underpinned also by our exploration of the science related to brain development and plasticity, 
adolescent development as well as the factors that shape and influence cognitive, social and emotional 
development. Together with this research, we have maintained our focus on developing a program of 
learning that delivers the national curriculum through learning design that focuses on Deep Learning 
Outcomes for learners.  

Our learning design continues to be influenced by our collaboration with our global partner, The Learner 
First. It is through this partnership and its influence on our learning design that we can lead learners to 
explore who they are, how they fit into the world, and how they can contribute their gifts to humanity 
(McEachen, 2021). We want our learners to develop their unique passions and talents so that they can 
achieve the success of which they are capable. 

 

Our definition of success informs our 
curriculum development at all levels. At 
Foxwell, we plan for success and 
believe that we have a responsibility to 
deliver deep learning outcomes to our 
learners and that success is more than 
just the acquisition of knowledge and 
more than just academic success in the 
traditional sense.  As you explore this 
handbook, you will see that our 
curriculum is designed to provide all 
learners with courses and opportunities 
to connect, contribute and flourish.  
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Our curriculum structure and broad range of course offerings encourage each learner to deliberately plan 
their course of study to suit their interests, skills and possible future goals or pathways. Extension courses 
are offered for those wishing to challenge themselves at a more rigorous level, while our Excellence 
Programs will continue into Year 9 for learners aiming to maintain their engagement in these Programs. As 
a College community, we will continue to build and access meaningful partnerships so our students’ learning 
experience is connected and contextualised. Our extra-curricular and co-curricular activities will take 
learning that one step further, with learners able to flourish in more personalised endeavours within and 
beyond the classroom, making for a richer, more holistic and balanced educational experience. 

Our Year 9 Compass Years Program is ambitious and exciting. We look forward to sharing this next part of 
their education journey with every learner at Foxwell State Secondary College. Please take the time to read 
through this handbook and navigate the Compass Years with us as we work together to shape every 
learner’s direction. 

Mrs Kym Amor 

Principal, Foxwell State Secondary College 

 

 

2.0 The Compass Years 

 
2.1 Our Philosophy 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
At Foxwell SSC, our program for learning in Years 9 and 10, “The Compass Years”, is founded on the 
philosophy that students learn best when they are engaged in personalised learning that is collaborative, 
transformative and accessible. We recognise the importance of students feeling that they have a voice when 
it comes to their course of study and that when they feel empowered to accomplish their goals, students 
are more likely to experience success in their current and future pursuits. Middle school learners are most 
likely to engage in their learning when they feel connected: to their learning, to their peers, to their individual 
cohort, to their school community, and to their learning environment. 
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Thus, at Foxwell, it is our intention to provide opportunities for students to experience a strong sense of 
belonging to their cohort and broader community as well as ownership and agency in their learning. Our 
Compass Years icon captures all aspects of our approach to middle school learning, as informed by our 
research into a number of key areas that must influence our planning:  

✦ the factors that influence who students are and how students are; 

✦ the focus on different aspects of learning;  

✦ the key concepts, frameworks and philosophies linked to education,  
particularly in the middle school; 

✦ the intended outcomes for students; 

✦ the transitioning of students through 3 key phases: The Wonder Years in Years 7 and 8,  
The Compass Years in Years 9 and 10, and The Fusion Years in Years 11 and 12. 
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It is deliberate that our Year 9 and 10 “Compass” identifies the key features, skills and attributes of our 
middle years learners and their experience: 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
It is vital that in Year 9, students are provided with opportunities to engage in purposeful learning which 
connects to their prior learning, personal context and interests, and their possible future pathway as they 
move into Year 10. This approach aligns with the State Schools Improvement Strategy 2020-2024:  

During junior secondary, students engage in learning that extends them, moving them from 
concrete to abstract thinking and developing more sophisticated higher order thinking skills. 
This is developmental and continues into senior secondary. Year 10 provides students with 
the foundation to make the best possible choices about their transition to senior studies. 
During Year 10 schools help students to recognise and build on their strengths and interests, 
and to identify areas where more support may be needed. Importantly, Year 10 is a time for 
making informed decisions about future pathways. 

 
To facilitate this approach, as learners progress through their Compass Years, they will experience:  
 

✦ greater autonomy in their learning; 

✦ increased choice and voice in what and how they learn as well as how they will demonstrate  
their learning;  

✦ a learning culture in which students are supported in becoming empowered learners; 

✦ options for developing passions and unique talents; 

✦ learning design which promotes learners’ ability to integrate their cognitive and meta-cognitive 
skills, their social and emotional skills, and their physical and practical skills; 

✦ the first stages in combining their creative, entrepreneurial and technical skills (the Fusion skills); 

✦ opportunities to explore more deeply who they are – their values, their strengths, their ambitions 
and their sense of self. We will encourage them to find their “personal why” and to strive towards 
personal accomplishment across their educational experience. We know that the clearest indicators 
of engagement in learning are: deliberately setting goals; demonstrating agency in learning; 
focusing on continuous improvement - “Kaizen”; and making a positive contribution.  
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2.2 Navigating Our Curriculum 

At Foxwell SSC, curriculum planning is known as Learning Design; our Learning Design Plans aim to deliver 
the Deep Learning Outcomes of Knowledge, Self-Understanding Competence and Connection,as detailed 
in diagram below. Where a student requires an Individual Curriculum Plan, a curriculum alignment process 
will be completed as a part of learning design to ensure accessibility to appropriate learning opportunities. 
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The curriculum for Year 9 is informed by the Australian Curriculum: the Eight Key Learning Areas, the 
Seven General Capabilities and the Three Cross-Curriculum Priorities. Disciplinary knowledge, skills 
and understanding are described in the eight learning areas of the Australian Curriculum: 

   
 
 
 
 

✦ English 

✦ Mathematics 

✦ Science  

✦ Health and Physical Education  

✦ Humanities and Social Sciences 

✦ The Arts 

✦ Technologies and  

✦ Languages  
 
 
 
 
 

Students develop the General Capabilities when they apply knowledge and skills confidently, effectively and 
appropriately in complex and changing circumstances, in their learning at school and in their lives outside 
school.  

The Australian Curriculum is designed to meet the needs of students by delivering a relevant, contemporary 
and engaging curriculum that builds on the educational goals of the Melbourne Declaration. The Melbourne 
Declaration identified three key areas that need to be addressed for the benefit of individuals and Australia 
as a whole. In the Australian Curriculum, these have become priorities that give students the tools and 
language to engage with and better understand their world at a range of levels. The Cross-Curriculum 
Priorities provide national, regional and global dimensions which will enrich the curriculum through 
development of considered and focused content that fits naturally within learning areas. They enable the 
delivery of learning area content at the same time as developing knowledge, understanding and skills 
relating to Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Histories and Cultures, Asia and Australia’s Engagement 
with Asia and/or Sustainability. Incorporation of the priorities will encourage conversations between students, 
teachers and the wider community. Cross-curriculum priorities are only addressed through learning areas 
and do not constitute curriculum on their own, as they do not exist outside of learning areas. To understand 
more about how the Australian Curriculum works, please visit: https://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/f-
10-curriculum/  

To provide opportunities for personal accomplishment and success for all students, the curriculum students 
experienced in Year 7 and 8 was purposefully connected and some subjects were taught as a World. 
Physical World drew together the learning areas of Science and Humanities while Social World brought 
together the learning areas of The Arts and English. Our curriculum and student learning was overarched 
by inquiry questions which made real world connections for our students. These real-world connections 
were further enhanced by exploring the UN Goals for Sustainable Development. Our Learning Design 
Process is built around a cycle of inquiry ensuring a process of continual improvement so that students 
experienced relevant and engaging curriculum across all areas as they developed as learners in these 
“Wonder Years” of Year 7 and 8.  

As students move into Year 9 and 10, their learning experiences become, deliberately, more focused on 
student-led learning whereby learning design accommodates student interests at a deeper, more personal 
level. It is in these years that learning design and delivery encourage students to take genuine ownership 
of their learning, seeking direction, making informed choices, and developing a stronger sense of their 
values and greater self-efficacy.  

Our whole school approach to moderation is documented in our Learning Policy, which can be found on 
the Foxwell SSC Website under the Support and Resources Tab. 

 

https://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/f-10-curriculum/
https://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/f-10-curriculum/
https://foxwellssc.eq.edu.au/support-and-resources/forms-and-documents/documents
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2.3 Year 9 Curriculum Overview 

The Compass Years - Year 9 Curriculum encompasses four main components: Prescribed Courses, which 
are studied by all students; Personal Endeavour Courses (PECs), which are courses from which students 
will select 4 options for their study in Year 9; Activate – our Global Entrepreneurship Program; and Personal 
Learning and Development.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The allocation of learning time to each component of the Year 9 Curriculum is: 

Prescribed Courses  
These courses are studied for the full year: 

✦ English, Mathematics, Science  3 Lessons per week  

✦ Humanities, Health and Physical Education 2 Lessons per week 
 

Personal Endeavour Courses  
Students will select 4 Personal Endeavour Courses of their choice. Each course is allocated 5 lessons per 
week for one term only, allowing for a more intensive program of learning over a comparatively shorter 
period of time.  

Activate 
Students will participate in their program for 2 lessons per week for Semester 1 only.  

Personal Learning and Development 
This program is based on 4 key themes:   

✦ Careers  and Work Education 

✦ Connections   

✦ Empowered Learning  

✦ Enrich    
Each theme is allocated 1 lesson per week for a term in Semester 2.  

Students engaged in Excellence Programs will also attend a lesson one morning per week before school,  
as per their program in Year 7 and 8. This lesson is in addition to the allocations above.  
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2.4 Assessment  

We use the language of ‘assessment: as, for and of learning’. We gather evidence of student learning 
formatively and in summative assessment. We believe that effective formative assessment is underpinned 
by the concept of Authentic Mixed Method Assessment (AMMA) whereby students can negotiate with their 
teachers to identify ways of demonstrating aspects of the achievement standard during the unit, most often 
this is linked directly to the Success Criteria of individual lessons. Success Criteria are aligned to the 
Learning Intentions which are derived directly from the Guide to Making Judgments (GTMJ), which is aligned 
to the relevant aspects of the Achievement Standard for the Unit of work as identified in Band/Year Plans.  

AMMA compiles evidence of student learning, in addition to, not in place of, summative assessment. Results 
from AMMA are synthesised with summative data to derive a student’s level of achievement. The gathering 
of evidence of a student’s achievement is a joint responsibility of student and teacher and the two work in 
collaboration to ‘hunt for evidence’ of what a student knows, understands and is able to do. It is on this body 
of evidence, that the Guide to Making Judgments is applied to arrive at a level of achievement. Students 
with an endorsed ICP, working at a lower or higher juncture will complete adjusted assessment and will be 
assessed using the appropriate level Achievement Standard. This will be reflected in the GTMJ and on 
reporting documentation. 

Summative assessment is developed using the attributes of quality assessment – validity, reliability and 
accessibility. In addition to gathering evidence of student’s achievement in the area of Knowledge, students 
use self-assessment and peer assessment to determine their placement on Learning progressions for the 
Deep Learning Outcomes of Competency, Self-Understanding and Connection. From here students share 
their learning and progress with parents at student-led conferences and set learning goals for themselves 
across all four Deep Learning Outcomes.  

2.5 Reporting, Parent/Family–Teacher Conferences & Student-led Conferences  

There are two reporting periods each year, at the end of Term 2 and Term 4. These Report Cards provide 
a cumulative report for each key learning area for the semester, or for a particular subject studied as a PEC.  
A five-point A to E scale is used to report academic achievement while a 5-point Excellent to Unacceptable 
scale is used to report on effort and behaviour. The Report Card does not provide a result for homework. 
Reports are emailed home directly to families, usually at the end of the last week of term.  
 
At Foxwell SSC, our teachers engage in our College-wide process of Continuous 
Reporting. Teachers provide students and families with ongoing feedback on 
students’ progress in learning at specific points in the term/semester. For 
example, students and families might receive written feedback on a draft 
response to an assessment task, or a result on a practice test, or feedback on 
progress in relation to a particular aspect of the standard achievement. This 
approach enacts our belief that all students should be working towards continuous 
improvement and progress, or “Kaizen”. 
 
Continuous Reporting, enacted across the College, represents: 
 

✦ our Philosophies and Frameworks, including our approach to Learning Design to work towards 
Deep Learning Outcomes and our Foxwell SSC definition of success; 

✦ the implementation of Authentic Mixed Method Assessment;  

✦ our engagement in academic research, such the work by Sharratt in developing the “Assessment 
Waterfall Chart” and its implications for our learning and assessment plans; 

✦ our work with The Learner First and its influence on our development of our curriculum and 
practices; 

✦ the intent of our College Data Plan; 

✦ our Planning for Personal Accomplishment and Academic Review Processes; 

✦ our personalising of assessment and reporting practices based on our knowledge of our context; 

✦ our community decision to move away from comments in report cards and move towards focusing 
on helpful feedback across the term, ‘in real time’. 
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Family-Teacher Conferences will be conducted 
early in Term 2 as an opportunity for students, 
their parents/carers and their teacher/s to engage 
in personalised conferences about students’ 
progress in Term 1 and strategies and plans for 
achieving personal accomplishment as the year 
progresses. In Term 3, students will share and 
reflect on their progress and next steps via 
student-led conferences with their parents/carers 

and teachers.   

 

2.6 Facilities and Resources 

It is intended that the Compass Years students will have a unique identity within the College supported by 
organisational and systematic factors such: 
 

✦ being predominantly located in the second phase buildings of the College; 

✦ experiencing curriculum specifically organised according to what research has identified as most 
effective in engaging adolescent learners at this age; 

✦ participating in activities and programs designed purely for Year 9 students, such as the PECS and 
their Café experience; 

✦ a dedicated Year 9 mentor, whom they see regularly. The mentor, each student’s “one caring adult”, 
will serve as a conduit between home and the College and will likely also teach the student in at least 
one of their courses; 

✦ an age-appropriate course focusing on careers, relationships, connections and learning skills and 
strategies to develop students as empowered learners. 

 
Students will still access common facilities such as the oval, Sports Performance Hall, Performing Arts 
Centre, Canteen, Learning Hub and Administration. The day structure and all the application of all other 
policies and procedures will continue as per Year 7 and 8 and align with that of the overall College.  
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3.0 Planning for Personal Accomplishment 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
We recognise the importance of all students’ ability to access 
learning so that they can maximise opportunities to accomplish 
their goals. Additionally, we know that learners who are guided in 
developing their skills in leading their learning - through the explicit 
teaching of learning behaviours, strategies for planning for success, 
and self-regulation - are more likely to develop agency and make 
positive progress in their learning. Every student’s educational 
experience is unique; for all learners, there are times when a little 
more support is essential for them to meaningfully engage in their 
learning and accomplish the best outcomes possible.  
 

To develop their skills in learning and increase their self-efficacy, students will experience learning which 
is personalised according to the most appropriate level of teaching, intervention, and support as determined 
through the triangulation of data: academic, social/emotional, behavioural and overall school experience. 
During the learning and assessment cycle, students will be provided with a range of opportunities to 
demonstrate evidence of their learning. Regular feedback and critical reflection on their own progress, 
together with support from class teachers, will inform learners as they construct their goals for 
accomplishment and work towards achieving success. 
 
 

A College-wide Process 

After each reporting cycle, students will participate in a college-wide process of reflection and action 
planning for personal accomplishment. This process sits within the systematic and regular monitoring of 
student data across a range of indicators, including academic achievement, learning behaviours and 
wellbeing. It is expected that in each subject, students will have received feedback in various ways from 
their class teachers, who will link this feedback to the student’s demonstration of progress towards the 
relevant achievement standard. This information is shared via the Continuous Reporting Process as outlined 
previously. The post-reporting reflection and action planning process summarises the feedback received so 
far and outlines strategies the students will implement as they strive to accomplish their goals. Students will 
also engage with the Guide to Making Judgements – Effort and Learning Behaviours to determine other 
strategies they can enact to enable their accomplishment. This process is Phase 1 of the Planning for 
Personal Accomplishment Process. 
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After the semester reporting cycle, students who have achieved a result of D, E or N for achievement will 
engage in Phase 2 of Planning for Personal Accomplishment Process. This phase of the process is 
particularly essential when students have not yet been identified as at-risk in relation to their progress in 
their academic study or if there are other impediments to learning, such as issues affecting the student’s 
health or wellbeing, or ineffective learning behaviours. Discretion will be exercised regarding those involved 
in a formal process of Academic Review based on the student’s overall school experience.  
 
To support students who are experiencing issues of significant impact on their progression in their learning, 
the members of the Student Wellbeing, Engagement and Learning Team, Leading Learning Team and 
Executive Leadership Team will also conduct Academic Review Meetings with students (and their families, 
where relevant). This partnership approach ensures that each student’s needs are considered and that 
more focused intervention and support is provided to those most vulnerable, or, those whom we might 
consider our least-served learners.  
 
As depicted below, the Planning for Personal Accomplishment Process occurs across the two main phases 
outlined above, with each phase staged according to students’ possible progression and support needs. 
This process aligns with the outcomes identified in Epps’ (2015) Theory of Change/Logic Model, also 
provided  below. 
 

3.1  Academic Review Process 

As part of the process for Planning for Personal Accomplishment, students may be engaged in an Academic 
Review meeting with the class teacher, and a member of the Leading Learning Team, depending on their 
reported progress and other pre-existing factors, such as their current case manager. As per the Planning 
for Personal Accomplishment – Academic Review Process, all teachers – in the first instance – have a role 
in supporting students to plan for accomplishment.  
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3.2  Certificate of Mastery, Personal Accomplishment, Skills and Strengths (COMPASS)  

At the end of Year 9, students will receive a detailed account of their course of work and accomplishments 
(including micro-credentials): COMPASS – Certificate of Mastery, Personal Accomplishment, Skills and 
Strengths. The COMPASS may include: 
 

✦ Courses studied across the year and the results if awarded a C or better 

✦ Any evidence of Mastery e.g. AMEB exams 

✦ Any evidence of Personal Accomplishment e.g. Goals achieved, sports representation, 
academic competitions 

✦ Skills e.g. evidence of skills demonstrated in personal pursuits, such as through the Duke 
of Edinburgh Award program; specific skills developed in courses 

✦ Strengths e.g. evidence of demonstrated strengths, as linked to the VIA Character 
Strengths Survey and Report   
 

All students are eligible to be awarded their COMPASS, and these will be presented at the end of the year. 
The onus will rest on students to collect evidence, as outlined to them, that demonstrates their Mastery, 
Accomplishment, Skills and Strengths.  
 
When selecting their courses, students will plan their full year of learning. Given the design of courses 
and the allocation of time, it is recommended that students do not change courses during the year/term.  
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4.0 Course Information 

The Compass Years Program affords students the opportunity to explore 
their personal interests and passions, develop essential skills, and focus 
more specifically on shaping and managing their own learning journey. 
Where possible and purposeful, learning design will allow for student 
choice and voice as well as connected learning across learning areas. 
For example, students will choose their own texts for study from a 
suggested list in English, and they will choose their own area of inquiry 
in Humanities. The courses studied in Year 9 are categorised under 
two areas: Prescribed Courses and Personal Endeavour Courses. 
Students will also engage in the Activate Global Entrepreneur Program 
and the Personal Learning and Development Program. 
  
 

4.1 Prescribed Courses 

In Year 9, students will continue their studies in English, Health and Physical Education, Humanities and 
Social Sciences, Mathematics and Science. Students have the option of applying to study Extension 
Courses in English, Mathematics or Science. 
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4.1.1 English 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Course Description 

The English curriculum is built around the three interrelated strands of language, literature and literacy. 
Teaching and learning programs should balance and integrate all three strands. Together, the strands focus 
on developing students’ knowledge, understanding and skills in listening, reading, viewing, speaking, writing 
and creating. Learning in English builds on concepts, skills and processes developed in earlier years, and 
teachers will revisit and strengthen these as needed. 
 
Literary texts that support and extend students in Years 9 as independent readers are drawn from a range 
of genres and involve complex, challenging and unpredictable plot sequences and hybrid structures that 
may serve multiple purposes. These texts explore themes of human experience and cultural significance, 
interpersonal relationships, and ethical and global dilemmas within real-world and fictional settings and 
represent a variety of perspectives. Informative texts represent a synthesis of technical and abstract 
information (from credible/verifiable sources) about a wide range of specialised topics. Text structures are 
more complex while language features include successive complex sentences with embedded clauses, a 
high proportion of unfamiliar and technical vocabulary, figurative and rhetorical language, and dense 
information supported by various types of graphics presented in visual form. 

Course Organisation and Assessment 

The study of English is organised into two key themes or units which will be explored over the course of a 
semester each. You will have the opportunity to select texts and areas of study which are of personal interest 
as you progress through the course.  
 

✦ JUST FOR LAUGHS: THE SERIOUS BUSINESS OF COMEDY (Comedy Across Time and Fiction) 

 

Intended Learning Outcome  

You will engage in the evaluation, analysis and creation of various comedy texts 
ranging from poetry and short stories to films and stand-up 
comedy. Additionally, you  will explore the ways in which comedy reflects the 
society in which it is created, whether it stands the test of time and the reasons 
as to why some comedy does continue to entertain, while other comedy is no 
longer considered funny or relevant.   

Assessment 

✦ Written – Imaginative Multi-Text Narrative 

✦ Written – Analytical Comparative Article 
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✦ SEEKING REFUGE (Voices from the Fringe and Documentary-making) 

 

Intended Learning Outcome  

You will evaluate, analyse and create various texts ranging from poetry and picture books to documentaries 
and media texts.  You will explore voices from the fringe who are marginalised and silenced in order to 
create your own documentary that positions your audience to accept your point of view through the use of 
various film techniques.  

Assessment 

✦ Multimodal – Persuasive Minidocumentary 

✦ Spoken – Analytical Commentary 
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4.1.2 Mathematics 

 

Course Description 

The proficiency strands understanding, fluency, problem-solving and reasoning are an integral part of 
mathematics content across the three content strands: number and algebra, measurement and geometry, 
and statistics and probability. The proficiencies reinforce the significance of working mathematically within 
the content and describe how the content is explored or developed. They provide the language to build in 
the developmental aspects of the learning of mathematics. 

Course Organisation and Assessment 

The Mathematics course is comprised of three key areas of study: Number and Algebra, Measurement and 
Geometry, and Statistics and Probability.  

 

✦ NUMBER 

 

Intended Learning Outcome  

You will solve problems involving simple interest and apply use of this in real world scenarios. You will also 
interpret ratio and scale factors in similar figures. You will then apply the index laws to numbers and express 
numbers in scientific notation.  

Assessment 

✦ Project – Problem-solving and Modelling Task 

✦ Examination 
 
 
 
 

✦ ALGEBRA 

 

Intended Learning Outcome  

You will apply the distributive law and expand binomial expressions. You will find the distance between two 
points on a Cartesian plane and the gradient and midpoint of a line segment. You will then sketch linear and 
non-linear relationships on a Cartesian plane.   

 Assessment 

✦ Project – Problem-solving and Modelling Task 

✦ Examination 
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✦ MEASUREMENT AND GEOMETRY 

 

Intended Learning Outcome  

You will explain similarity of triangles. You will then recognise the connections between similarity and 
trigonometric ratios. Using Pythagoras’ Theorem and trigonometry, you will find unknown sides of right-
angled triangles. You will also calculate the area of shapes and the volume and surface area of right prisms 
and cylinders. 

Assessment 

✦ Project – Problem-solving and Modelling Task 

✦ Examination 
 
 

✦ PROBABILITY AND STATISTICS 

 

Intended Learning Outcome  

You will compare techniques for collecting data from primary and secondary sources. You will then make 
sense of the position of the mean and median in skewed, symmetric and bi-modal displays to describe and 
interpret data. You will then calculate relative frequencies to estimate probabilities, list outcomes for two-
step experiments and assign probabilities for those outcomes. In addition, you will construct histograms and 
back-to-back stem and leaf plots.  

Assessment 

✦ Project – Problem-solving and Modelling Task 

✦ Examination 
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4.1.3 Humanities and Social Sciences 

 

Course Description 

The Humanities and Social Sciences are the study of human behaviour and interaction in social, cultural, 
environmental, economic and political contexts. The Humanities and Social Sciences have a historical and 
contemporary focus, from personal to global contexts, and consider challenges for the future. The 
Humanities and Social Sciences learning area includes a study of History, Geography, Civics and 
Citizenship, and Economics and Business. 
 
Through studying Humanities and Social Sciences, you will develop 
the ability to question, think critically, solve problems, communicate 
effectively, make decisions and adapt to change. Thinking about and 
responding to issues requires an understanding of the key historical, 
geographical, political, economic and societal factors involved, and 
how these different factors interrelate. 
 
The Humanities and Social Science subjects in the Australian 
Curriculum provide a broad understanding of the world in which we live, and how people can participate as 
active and informed citizens with high-level skills needed for the 21st century. 
  

Course Organisation and Assessment 

All students will study a semester of History as well as a semester course of their choice from the Social 
Sciences: Geography, History and Philosophy, Business and Economic, or Civics and Citizenship. 
 

✦ NEW IDEAS AND BIG CHANGES – THE MAKING OF THE MODERN WORLD (HISTORY) 

 

Intended Learning Outcome  

You will examine the making of the modern world from 1750-1918 by examining and researching the ways 
people lived, worked and thought, culminating in an exploration of World War 1. Your learning will be framed 
by the following key inquiry questions:  
 

• What were the changing features of the movements of people from 1750 to 1918?  

• How did new ideas and technological developments contribute to change in this period?  

• What was the origin, development, significance and long-term impact of imperialism in this period?  

• What was the significance of World War I?  
 

Assessment 

✦ Multi-modal Portfolio – Negotiated between the student and teacher 
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✦ OUR CHANGING WORLD (SOCIAL SCIENCES OPTION 1 – GEOGRAPHY) 

 

Intended Learning Outcome  

You will examine the biomes of the world, their alteration and significance as a source of food and fibre, and 
the environmental challenges of and constraints on expanding food production in the future. The distinctive 
aspects of biomes, food production and food security will be investigated using studies drawn from Australia 
and across the world. You will participate in a field study to gather evidence about sustainable fishing. Your 
learning will be framed by these key inquiry questions: 
 

• What are the causes and consequences of change in places and environments  
and how can this change be managed?  

• What are the future implications of changes to places and environments? 

• Why are interconnections and interdependencies important for the future of places and 
environments?  
 

Assessment 

✦ Multi-modal Presentation - Field Study Investigation/Inquiry Task  

 
✦ YOUTH JUSTICE (SOCIAL SCIENCES OPTION 2 – CIVICS AND CITIZENSHIP) 

 

Intended Learning Outcome  

In this course, you will evaluate and features of Australia’s political and legal systems, and identify and 

analyse the influences on people’s political choices and the role of Australia’s court system. 
   
You will analyse data on youth crime on the Gold Coast, youth detention centres and the youth justice 
system, research and take into account multiple perspectives and develop, and present evidence-based 
arguments on issues of youth justice and crime. 
 
You will then choose an issue of youth justice or youth crime of interest to you to examine and propose 
solutions or suggestions. Your learning will be framed by these key inquiry questions: 
 

• What influences shape the operation of Australia's political system?  

• How does Australia's court system work in support of a democratic and just society?  

• How do citizens participate in an interconnected world?  
 

You will engage with guest speakers from the Juvenile Aid Bureau and the Queensland government and 
link with organisations such as the Jack Beasley Foundation, Day for Dolly and the Daniel Morecombe 
Foundation. You will go on excursion to Brisbane to the Police Museum, Boggo Road Gaol and Supreme 
Court as well as the Southport Courthouse to watch a trial. Please note that there will be additional costs 
associated with this option.  
 

Assessment 

✦ Research Journal and Proposal on issue of choice – student-directed response and format 
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✦ WHAT DOES IT MEAN TO BE HUMAN (SOCIAL SCIENCES OPTION 3 – HISTORY AND PHILOSOPHY) 

 

Intended Learning Outcome  

You will examine and investigate major philosophical ideas, arguments and debates from Greece and Rome 
in the Classical period (600-700 BCE) to the modern period with a focus on the thoughts and significance 
of the principal ancient philosophers. You will consider major ethical and aesthetical issues and ideas as 
well as contemporary thought and philosophy of the mind, the mind-body problem and what it is to be a 
human being and the importance of consciousness to contemporary debates.   
  

Your learning will be framed by these key inquiry questions: 
 

• How have social and intellectual movements shaped the way we think about ourselves  
and our world? 

• How does the idea of consciousness impact our thinking about what it means to be human?  
 

Assessment 

✦ Research Task – Multimodal Presentation  
 

✦ CREATING A BUSINESS (SOCIAL SCIENCES OPTION 4 – ECONOMICS AND BUSINESS) 

 

Intended Learning Outcome  

You have the opportunity to further develop their understanding of economics and business concepts  
by exploring the interactions within the global economy. You will be introduced to the concept of an 
‘economy’ and explore what it means for Australia to be part of the Asia region and the global economy. 
You will also consider the interdependence of participants in the global economy, including the implications 
of decisions made by individuals, businesses and governments. The responsibilities  
of participants operating in a global workplace will also be considered. 
 
Your learning will be framed by these key inquiry questions:  

 

• How do participants in the global economy interact?  

• What strategies can be used to manage financial 
risks and rewards?  

• How does creating a competitive advantage 
benefit business?  

• What are the responsibilities of participants in 
the workplace and why are these important?  

 

Assessment 

✦ Business Proposal  
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4.1.4 Science 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Course Description 

The Science curriculum allows you to consider the operation of systems 
at a range of scales. You will explore ways in which the human body as 
a system responds to its external environment and the 
interdependencies between biotic and abiotic components of 
ecosystems. You will be introduced to the notion of the atom as a 
system of protons, electrons and neutrons, and how this system can 
change through nuclear decay. In Chemistry, you will learn that matter 
can be rearranged through chemical change and that these changes 
play an important role in many systems. You will be introduced to the 
concept of the conservation of matter and begin to develop a more 
sophisticated view of energy transfer. Finally, you will begin to apply 
your understanding of energy and forces to global systems such as 
continental movement. 
 

Course Organisation and Assessment 

The Science Course is organised into 4 areas of study: Biology, Chemistry, Physics and Earth Science. You 
will explore all four areas across the year as you develop your understanding of each science, explore 
science as a human endeavour and continue to develop your science inquiry skills.    
 

✦ BIOLOGY 

 

Intended Learning Outcome   
 

In Biology, you will analyse how biological systems function and respond to external changes with reference 
to interdependencies, energy transfers and flows of matter. Specific areas of focus include Reflexes, 
Vaccines and Ecosystems. You will then conduct an investigation into an area or topic of your choice. You 
will research and collect, analyse and draw conclusions about secondary data and information.  You will be 
required to locate and use data or information that goes beyond what you have been given and your current 
knowledge. 
 

Assessment 

✦ Investigation – research and findings presented as any or combination of written, spoken, 
signed or multimodal responses 
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✦ CHEMISTRY 

 

Intended Learning Outcome   
 

In this course, you will learn to explain chemical processes and natural radioactivity in terms of atoms and 
energy transfers and describe examples of important chemical reactions. Specific areas of focus include 
the application of chemistry in the real world, such as baking bread and making kombucha. You will develop 
skills in experimentation and generating and analysing primary data. 
 

Assessment 

✦ Experimental Investigation – based on a laboratory or field experiment based on research 
practices. You will present your response in a format as negotiated with your teacher.  

✦ End of Semester Examination – to support the awarding of a Level of Achievement for  
the semester 

 

✦ PHYSICS 

 

Intended Learning Outcome   
 

The study of physics focuses on developing your skills and 
knowledge in describing models of energy transfer and 
apply these to explain phenomena. Specific areas of focus 
are Electricity and Circuits, and Sound and Light Waves.   
 
 

Assessment 

✦ Investigation – research and findings 
presented as any or combination of written, 
spoken, signed or multimodal responses 

 

✦ EARTH SCIENCE  
 

Intended Learning Outcome   
 

You will explore and then explain global features and events in terms of geological processes and 
timescales. Specific areas of focus include examining the history of the natural disasters in the context of 
one of the other sciences -  Physics, Chemistry or Biology.  
 

Assessment 

✦ Investigation – research and findings presented as any or combination of written,  
spoken, signed or multimodal responses  

✦ End of Semester Examination – to support the awarding of an achievement standard  
for the semester 
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4.1.5 Health and Physical Education 

 

 

Course Description 

In Year 9 Health and Physical Education, you will begin to refine and apply strategies for maintaining a 
positive outlook and evaluating behavioural expectations in different leisure, social, online and movement 
situations. You will learn to critically analyse and apply health and physical activity information to devise and 
implement personalised plans for maintaining healthy and active habits. You will also experience different 
roles that contribute to successful participation in physical activity, and propose strategies to support the 
development of preventive health practices that build and optimise community health and wellbeing. 
 
Through practical and performance you will learn to apply more specialised movement skills and complex 
movement strategies and concepts in different movement environments. You will also explore movement 
concepts and strategies to evaluate and refine your own and others’ movement performances. Furthermore, 
you will analyse how participation in physical activity and sport influence an individual’s identity, and explore 
the role participation plays in shaping cultures. The course also provides opportunities for you to refine and 
consolidate personal and social skills in demonstrating leadership, teamwork and collaboration in a range 
of physical activities. 

Course Organisation  

The Health and Physical Education Course is organised into 4 areas of study, which you will study across 
the year: Sport in Australia, Respectful Relationships, Media and Identity, and Ethics in Sport. You will 
engage in the practical component of this subject by selecting either the Field Stream, Court Stream or 
Mixed Stream. 
 

Field Stream Court Stream Mixed Stream 

AFL Netball Cricket 

Rugby League Basketball Lacrosse 
Soccer Volleyball Softball/Baseball 

Touch Football Tennis Futsal 
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✦ SPORT IN AUSTRALIA 

 

Intended Learning Outcome   
 

Australia has a rich sporting history and sport continues to be engrained in our cultural identity today. In this 
unit, you will place Australian sport under a magnifying glass, looking at junior sport participation, the varied 
Australian perspectives on sport, the Australian media messaging, and the contributions of ATSI people 
towards sport in Australia.  
 
In the practical portion of this unit you will develop and refine specialised movement sequences across a 
range of challenging movement situations. Through the specified sport for your chosen stream of Health 
and Physical Education, you will collaborate to transfer learned movements, perform specialised 
movements and respond to feedback. 
     
Field Stream: AFL  
Court Stream: Netball  
Mixed Stream: Cricket  
 

Assessment 

✦ Examination – Short and Extended Response to Stimulus 

✦ Practical/Performance 
 
 

✦ RESPECTFUL RELATIONSHIPS  

 

Intended Learning Outcome   
 
In this continuation of study from Year 8 Term 1, you will explore the impact of changes on relationships, 
specifically looking at behavioural expectations, refusal skills, empathy and ethical decision making. You 
will evaluate a range of situations, proposing appropriate emotional responses and strategies to resolve 
family conflict. New concepts in this unit include exploring power balances and their influence on the nature 
of relationships and advocating for appropriate bystander behaviour.   
  
Leadership and collaboration skills are the focus of this practical unit of study. In a practical extension of the 
respectful relationship unit, you will be required to devise, implement and refine leadership strategies.   
  
Field Stream: Rugby League  
Court Stream: Basketball  
Mixed Stream: Lacrosse  
 

Assessment 

✦ Project – Folio 

✦ Practical Demonstration of Leadership Strategies 
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✦ MEDIA AND IDENTITY 

 

Intended Learning Outcome   
 
In this unit, you will critically analyse the impact of media and societal norms on the beliefs and behaviours 
of young people. By delving deeper into representations in media, you will further develop your 
understanding of diversity, gender and culture. You will also explore the impact of media on decision making 
and how these external influences ultimately impact on healthy and safe choices.   
  
Effort, space, time, objects and people are 
analysed in this practical study of movement. 
You will experiment with force and speed as 
well as use ICTs to analyse movement 
sequences and movement paths.   
  
Field Stream: Soccer  
Court Stream: Volleyball  
Mixed Stream: Softball/Baseball  
 

Assessment 

✦ Investigation: Inquiry – Spoken Debate 

✦ Project – Folio 
 
 

✦ ETHICS IN SPORT 

 

Intended Learning Outcome   
 
Sports organisations and the athletes within them also have a responsibility to demonstrate ethical 
behaviour. Through this unit of study, you will reflect on how fair play and ethical behaviour can influence 
outcomes. You will experiment with ethics by participating in games with player referees, as well as discuss 
equitable participation, examine the role of sport tribunals, and consider the impact of performance 
enhancing drugs.   
  
In this practical unit of study, you will reflect on the movement strategies you have learnt across the year 
and use these skills to create solutions to new movement challenges.   
  
Field Stream: Touch Football  
Court Stream: Tennis  
Mixed Stream: Futsal  
 

Assessment 

✦ Investigation: Inquiry – Written Journal Article  

✦ Practical/Performance 
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4.2 Personal Endeavour Courses (PECs) 

 

At Foxwell State Secondary College, we offer students the opportunity to engage deeply with their areas of 
passion and interest. In developing our Personal Endeavour Courses, we aim to provide you with both 
breadth and depth in your exploration of learning areas so you can make informed choices as you start to 
think about your selections for study in senior years. Our curriculum structure, of which the PECs is an 
important aspect, reflects our intention to provide you with a choice and voice in your curriculum while also 
ensuring that our offerings support your development as positive learners and contributors in our global 
community.  
 
In Year 9, you will have the opportunity to study 
four (4) Personal Endeavour Courses (PECs) of 
your choosing. These courses are derived from 
the key learning areas of  English, Health and 
Physical Education, Technologies and The Arts. 
Each course will be one term in duration, and the 
allocation of 5 lessons per week across this term 
provides for a more intensive immersion into the 
curriculum. It is vital that you carefully consider 
each option and select the PECs most suited to 
your interests and passions. If you are in a 
Program of Excellence, you will need to ensure 
that you are meeting the requirements of your 
Program in relation to PECs.  
 

Important considerations when selecting PECs: 

 

✦ Selecting courses should be based on consideration of the following points:  
 

• Enjoyment 

• Interest  

• Previous successes/experiences  

• Additional costs 

• The practicalities of completing the course, such as if you like performing on stage  

• Possible future pathways, if already known  
 

✦ A student SHOULD NOT choose courses for the following reasons:  
 

1. ‘My friend is taking that course.’ There are sometimes several classes in a course, so 
even if you are doing the same subjects, you won’t necessarily be in the same class. 
In fact, you may not even study the same courses in the same term. 

2. ‘I do/don’t really like the teacher.’ There is no guarantee that you will have any 
particular teacher.  

3. ‘Someone told me that the course will be fun (or easy, or interesting).’ It may be 
enjoyable/easy/interesting for someone but not necessarily for you. Make up your 
own mind based on what you enjoy.  

4. ‘Someone told me that the course will be boring.’ See point 3.  
5. ‘Someone told me that I do/don’t need that subject for the course I want to take in 

Year 12/at university/for my pathway.’ If you are planning this far ahead, speak with 
the relevant Head of Department, check tertiary guides or see a Guidance Officer.  
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4.2.1 English 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

✦ LITERATURE STUDIES – SCIENCE FICTION AND DYSTOPIAN FICTION 

 

Intended Learning Outcome    
 

You will examine a variety of different sci-fi and dystopian literary texts – novel, drama and film excerpts, 
short stories, poetry – as well as examine the ways literary texts have been received and responded to by 
their audiences. You will also explore how textual choices made in these texts affect readers.  
 

Assessment 

✦ Analytical Response 

✦ Imaginative Response 

 
 

✦ LITERATURE STUDIES – TRANSFORMING FAIRY TALES 

 

Intended Learning Outcome  

   
You will examine a variety of different short stories and fairy tales, as well as transformations of these in 
other forms.  You will also investigate different literary theories to see the ways in which these approaches 
might inform different readings of texts and how others have read short stories and fairy tales in different 
ways throughout history.  
 

Assessment 

✦ Analytical Response 

✦ Imaginative Response 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Select a LITERATURE course if you are 
interested in these kinds of Careers: 

✦ Writer, Journalist, Lawyer, Historian, 
Teacher, Editor, Acting/Drama 

 

Select a LITERATURE course if you are interested 
in these Senior School Courses: 

✦ General Courses - General English, Literature, 
English and Literature Extension 
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4.2.2 Health and Physical Education 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

✦ EAT TO SAVE THE WORLD 

 

Intended Learning Outcome   
 

In this food and nutrition-based unit you will discover how to leave a positive footprint in the world through 
the nutritional choices you make on a daily basis. You will study healthy food options, then compare this 
with the messaging in Australian media and contextual reasons that lead families to make the nutritional 
choices they do.   
  
You will learn how to fuel your body for high performance, as well as ensure your choices of nutrition are 
sustainable in a global context. Finally you will share this information with your family and local community 
through demonstrations of your knowledge. Please note that there may be an additional cost associated 
with this component of the course.  
 

Assessment 

✦ Investigation – Inquiry, Spoken Seminar 
 

 

 

 

 
 

Select this course if you are interested in 
these kinds of Careers: 

✦ Dietician, Nutritionist, High-Performance 
Athlete or Coach, Chef 

Select this course if you are interested in these  
Senior School Courses: 

✦ General Courses - Health/Food and Nutrition 
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✦ SPECIALIST COACHING 

 

Intended Learning Outcome   
 
Specialist coaching allows you to explore sport through the eyes of the coach. You will examine the range 
of emotional responses experienced by players and spectators and how to respond. You will learn various 
communication and feedback techniques as well as practice the analysis of movements and movement 
sequences using ICTs.  
  
This course of study will also provide you with the opportunity to complete foundation level coaching in your 
chosen sport. Please note that there may be an additional cost associated with this component of the course. 
 

Assessment 

✦ Project – Written Folio 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

✦ FIRST AID 
 

Intended Learning Outcome   
 
In this intensive study of first aid you will explore a range of health emergency situations and use this 
knowledge to propose and justify your responses. First aid study will include, sport injury management such 
as strapping, pool safety and CPR, treatment of burns and grazes, and propose help seeking strategies 
suitable to the local community.   
  
You will also have the opportunity to complete your formal First Aid and CPR qualification, a handy 
qualification to enter the world of work. Please note that there is substantial additional cost associated with 
the accreditation component of the course. 
 

Assessment 

 

✦ Examination – Short Response 
 

 

 

 

  

Select this course if you are interested in 
these kinds of Careers: 

✦ Coach, Personal Trainer, Athlete, Athlete 
Management 

Select this course if you are interested in these  
Senior School Courses: 

✦ General Courses - Physical Education 

✦ Applied Courses - Sport and Recreation 

✦ Possible VET Courses: Certificate III or IV 
Fitness 
 

Select this course if you are interested in 
these kinds of Careers: 

✦ Sport and Recreation Management, First 
Aid Officer, Sports Medicine, Lifeguard, 
Educator, Paramedic, Health or Medical 
Practitioner 

Select this course if you are interested in these  
Senior School Courses: 

✦ General Courses - Physical Education 

✦ Applied Courses - Sport and Recreation 
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✦ STAND UP, SPEAK UP! 

 

Intended Learning Outcome   
 

Stand Up, Speak Up! encourages you to develop the confidence to express your opinions through teamwork 
and collaborative initiative games. You will learn the power of self-talk and encouragement in improving 
performance. In learning to express your beliefs, you will also learn to speak up for diverse or marginalised 
groups who might not be properly represented through media and societal stereotypes.  
  
Although this unit sits within Health and Physical Education, the focus of this unit is the development of 
lifelong skills, community, citizenship and self-improvement.  
 

Assessment 

✦ Investigation – Inquiry, Spoken Podcast 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

✦ TRAIN LIKE A PRO 

 

Intended Learning Outcome   
 
The Train Like a Pro unit of study will provide you 
with the basic knowledge of fitness and the fitness 
principles underpinning the creation of training 
plans. You will engage in training programs as well 
as propose appropriate training plans to meet the 
needs of others. You will explore optimal heart rate 
zones, timeframes and goals and how these inform 
the creation of personal fitness plans.   
  
You will also get creative with your fitness planning, 
looking for innovative ways to connect with natural 
and built environments and using non-specialised 
equipment to develop circuits for family or 
community members.   
   

 

Assessment 

✦ Investigation – Inquiry, Written Action Plan 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Select this course if you are interested in 
these kinds of Careers: 

✦ Management, Social Services, Health, 
Education 

Select this course if you are interested in these  
Senior School Courses: 

✦ General Courses - Health, English, Legal 
Studies 

✦ Applied Courses - Social and Community 
Studies 
 

Select this course if you are interested in 
these kinds of Careers: 

✦ Personal Training, Athlete, Exercise 

Science, Physiotherapy 

Select this course if you are interested in these  
Senior School Courses: 

✦ General Courses - Physical Education, Health 

✦ Applied Courses - Sport and Recreation 

✦ Possible VET Courses: Cert III or IV in Fitness 
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4.2.3 Language – Japanese 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Course Description 

 
Japanese is the official language of Japan, Australia’s northern neighbour in the Asia region. It is also widely 
used by communities of speakers in Hawaii, Peru and Brazil, and learnt as an additional language by large 
numbers of students in the Republic of Korea, China, Indonesia and Australia. 
  
Australia has a significant number of Japanese national residents, particularly in the major cities on the 
eastern seaboard. Japanese culture influences many areas of contemporary Australian society, including 
the arts, design, technology, fashion, popular culture and cuisine. Japan has been a close strategic and 
economic partner of Australia’s for more than 50 years, and there is ongoing exchange between the two 
countries in the areas of education, trade, diplomacy and tourism. Japan is an important nation within Asia 
and a significant contributor to economic, political and diplomatic relations in the region. 
  

Course Organisation  

At Foxwell State Secondary College, Japanese is the language studied from Year 7. From Year 9, students 
can elect to continue their study of Japanese, in a range of contexts and for a range of purposes. It is 
recommended that students wishing to continue their study of Japanese into Year 10 and beyond select 
both Continuing Japanese 1 (Ittekimasu and Tadaima) and Continuing Japanese 2 (Ganbatte and 
Natsukashii). If students wish to study Visit Japan, it will be beneficial for them to have studied either 
Continuing Japanese 1 and/or Anime Japanese. 
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✦ CONTINUING JAPANESE 1 (ITTEKIMASU AND TADAIMA) 

 

Intended Learning Outcome   
 
The majority of the world’s population is bilingual or multilingual. Continue to learn about Japanese language 
and culture to gain a global perspective. This course contains two units.  
 
Unit 1 (Ittekimasu) will focus on Japanese society and youth culture. You will dive deep into how 
contemporary forms of communication can impact making and sustaining friendships. 
 
Unit 2 (Tadaima) will focus on Japanese architecture and geography. You will explore the diversity of the 
47 prefectures of Japan, and learn how to be respectful in a traditional Japanese home. 

 

Assessment 
 

✦ Digital Folio 

✦ Examination – Listening and Reading  

✦ Multimodal – Conversation 
 

✦ CONTINUING JAPANESE 2 (GANBATTE AND NATSUKASHII) 

 

Intended Learning Outcome  

  
Continue to learn Japanese while we dive deep into how school, home and community shape our identity. 
This is the course for students who seek success in Year 10 Japanese, and will include two units.  
 
Unit 1 (Ganbatte) will focus on Japanese high schools. You will dive deep into how life as a student can 
shape you and your school. 
 
Unit 2 (Natsukashii) will focus on Japanese seasons, nature, and natural disasters. You will explore how 
Japan respects and celebrates the beauty of the four seasons, so we can learn how to treasure the moment.  
  

Assessment 

 

✦ Digital Folio  

✦ Multimodal – Conversation 

✦ Examination – Reading and Writing 
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✦ ANIME JAPANESE (NAKAMA) 

 

Intended Learning Outcome   

 
Nani?! You can learn Japanese through anime and manga? Meet like-minded peers, read, and write some 
memes, and develop skills from Continuing Japanese 1, and or 2.  
  

Assessment 

 

✦ Digital Folio  

✦ Multimodal – Conversation 

✦ Examination – Reading and Writing 
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✦ VISIT JAPAN (FURUSATO) 

 

Intended Learning Outcome   
 
Do you want to travel the world one day? Develop language and cultural skills essential for navigating a 
Japan Trip.  

Visit Japan is a more academically rigorous PEC than Anime Japanese - focussed more towards students 
looking at continuing Japanese in Year 10. It is highly recommended that students take course Continuing 
1, and/or Anime Japanese prior to this course. Please note that any study tours planned in future years will 
only be open to applicants who are students of Year 10, 11 or 12 Japanese.  

  

Assessment 

 

✦ Digital Folio  

✦ Multimodal – Conversation 

✦ Examination – Reading and Writing 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Select Japanese PECs if you are interested 
in these kinds of Careers: 

✦ Tourism, Hospitality, Business, 
Airlines/Travel, Education, Translator, 
Government Official, Commerce/, 
International Relations, Economics 

Select this course if you are interested in these  
Senior School Courses: 

✦ General Courses – Japanese 
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4.2.4   Technologies 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Course Description 

 
Technologies draws together the distinct but related subjects of Design and Technologies, and Digital 
Technologies. It ensures that all students benefit from learning about, and working with, traditional, 
contemporary and emerging technologies that shape the world in which we live. In creating solutions, as 
well as responding to the designed world, students will contribute to sustainable patterns of living for 
themselves and others. 
 

Course Organisation and assessment 

 
The Technologies curriculum is comprised of two distinct but related subjects:  
 

✦ Digital Technologies, in which students use computational thinking and information systems to 
define, design and implement digital solutions 

✦ Design and Technologies, in which students use design thinking and technologies to generate and 
produce designed solutions for authentic needs and opportunities 

                                          
The Personal Endeavour Courses, which have been derived from the Technologies Curriculum, provides 
you with opportunities to explore areas of passion and interest relevant to you, and, potentially, your future 
pathway. You are able to select more than one PEC from the Technologies suite.  
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✦ CODING AND ROBOTICS (DIGITAL TECHNOLOGIES) 

 

Intended Learning Outcome   
 
In this course you will gain knowledge and skills relating to text coding and will work with both EV3s and 
Arduino boards to develop your own design solutions. You will be provided with a task that your EV3 robot 
must be adapted for, then coded to complete. Your robot will utilise motors, ultrasonic sensors and touch 
sensors.   
 
You will also learn about the capabilities of the Arduino microcontroller and its various sensors. You will 
then choose your own design issue and create a solution using either an EV3 or Arduino.  
 

Assessment 

 

✦ Project 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Select this course if you are interested in 
these kinds of Careers: 

✦ Digital Solution Designer, Engineering 
projects,  Digital Solutions, careers in 
ICT, Digital Platforms Engineer, Other 
Digital Technology options in Science, 
Engineering, Mathematics and 
Technologies 

Select this course if you are interested in these  
Senior School Courses: 

✦ General Courses - Digital Solutions 

✦ Applied Courses - Information Communication 
and Technology 

✦ Possible VET Courses  - Drone Aviation, 
Information Technology   
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✦ APP DEVELOPMENT AND GAME DESIGN (DIGITAL TECHNOLOGIES) 

 

Intended Learning Outcome   
 
You will be introduced to object orientated programming and will initially create a sample app or game, 
coding it using Python. You will learn about classes and game and app development before following a 
problem-solving process to define the problem and evaluate your solution.   
  
You will brainstorm app and game ideas and identify your audience and purpose. You will sketch out and 
plan interactions involving function and flow, then code and produce your own app or game.  
 

Assessment 

✦ Project  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

✦ AUTONOMOUS TECHNOLOGY FOR THE FUTURE (DIGITAL TECHNOLOGIES) 

 

Intended Learning Outcome   
 
You will explore the world of autonomous technology, experiencing all aspects from initial design, through 
to the electronic, coding and robotics elements of an autonomous vehicle or other autonomous product. 
The design process will present you with challenges similar to those faced by Automotive Engineers as you 
work through each stage, from design to manufacture and testing of your own automated vehicle or 
technology.   
 

Assessment 

✦ Project 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Select this course if you are interested in 
these kinds of Careers: 
 

✦ Game and App Design, Website Design, 
Careers in ICT, Digital Platforms 
Engineer  
 

Select this course if you are interested in these  
Senior School Courses: 

✦ General Courses - Digital Solutions 

✦ Applied Courses - Information Communication 
and Technology 

✦ Possible VET Courses  - Drone Aviation, 
Information Technology   

Select this course if you are interested in 
these kinds of Careers: 

✦ Autonomous Technology Designer/ 
Engineer, Digital Solution Designer, 
Engineering projects- Digital Solutions, 
Careers in ICT, Digital Platforms Engineer, 
Other Digital Technology options in 
Science, Engineering, Mathematics and 
Technologies  

Select this course if you are interested in these  
Senior School Courses: 

✦ General Courses - Digital Solutions, Engineering  

✦ Applied Courses – Information Communication 
and Technology 

✦ Possible VET Courses  - Cert II in Autonomous 
Technologies, Cert III in Light Vehicle Mechanical 
Technology, Cert IV in Information Technology, 
Cert IV in Automotive Management  
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✦ SUSTAINABLE INDUSTRIAL TECHNOLOGY (DESIGN AND TECHNOLOGIES) 

 

Intended Learning Outcome   
 
You will investigate the growing manufacturing industry through exploration of 
sustainable industrial technologies including elements such as woodwork and 
manipulation of plastics in design.   
  
You will investigate manufacturing start-ups, develop prototypes and engage in the 
production of your own design solutions. You will also learn about the increasing 
importance of lean manufacturing in production.  
  
In this course you will have access to a range of industry-based partnerships and a 
wide variety of potential career options in manufacturing.  
 

Assessment 

✦ Project 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

✦ BUILD IT AND THEY WILL COME (DESIGN AND TECHNOLOGIES) 

 

Intended Learning Outcome   
 
In this course, you will engage in a building and construction focussed subject with options to explore various 
industrial design technologies, including woodwork and metalwork.   
  
You will employ design thinking skills to investigate 
and create project solutions, ensuring that they are 
functional and fit for purpose in a real-world context. 
You will also develop industry relevant skills which 
could set you up for a great future in the building and 
construction industry.  
 

Assessment 

✦ Project 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Select this course if you are interested in 
these kinds of Careers: 

✦ Boat Building, Metal Fitters and 
Machinists, Cabinetmakers, Engineering 
Production Workers, Process Workers, 
Factory Workers, Machine Operators, 
Other Manufacturing Industry Jobs  

 

Select this course if you are interested in these  
Senior School Courses: 

✦ General Courses - Design, Engineering  

✦ Applied Courses - Building and Construction 
Skills, Engineering Skills, Industrial Technology 
Skills 

✦ Possible VET Courses  - Cert III in 
Manufacturing Technology, Cert IV in Process 
Plant Technology  

Select this course if you are interested in 
these kinds of Careers: 

✦ Boat Builder, Carpenter, Builder, other 
building and construction trades in Marine, 
Civil, Residential or Commercial Building 
and Construction Fields  
 

Select this course if you are interested in these  
Senior School Courses: 

✦ General Courses - Design, Engineering  

✦ Applied Courses - Building and Construction 
Skills, Engineering Skills, Industrial 
Technology Skills  

✦ Possible VET Courses  - Various Trade-
Based Courses, Engineering 
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✦ MARITIME ENGINEERING (DESIGN AND TECHNOLOGIES) 

 

Intended Learning Outcome   
 
You will investigate and explore the various challenges of maritime engineering when you design and 
produce a remote-controlled watercraft, such as a submarine.   
  
You will have the full experience of designing, engineering coding and manufacturing their remote-controlled 
vehicles, whilst developing relevant industry skills such as collaboration, communication, problem solving 
and project management.  
  
This course provides a world of opportunity, allowing you to access relevant industry partnerships and 
opening doors to many prospective career options.  
 

Assessment 

✦ Project 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

✦ THE DESIGNERS (DESIGN AND TECHNOLOGIES) 

 

Intended Learning Outcome   
 
Choose your own adventure with The Designers as you use design technologies 
skills to create products and design solutions for a wide range of real-world issues.   
  
You will consider factors impacting various design decisions and evaluate how “fit 
for purpose” your design and product is for your target consumer base.  
  
Projects may include, but are not limited to elements of engineering, fashion design, 
industrial technology and other design options in consultation with your teacher. 
 

Assessment 

✦ Project and/or Investigation  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Select this course if you are interested in 
these kinds of Careers: 

✦ Engineer (wide variety of industries 
including Marine, Civil and Mining), 
Architect, Building and Construction, 
Boat Design 

Select this course if you are interested in these  
Senior School Courses: 

✦ General Courses – Design, Engineering 

✦ Applied Courses - Aquatic Practices, Building and 
Construction Skills, Industrial Technology Skills 

✦ Possible VET Courses  - Boat Building, Boat 
Repair, Marine Mechanic, MEM10205 
Certificate I in Boating Services, MEM30705 
Certificate III in Marine Craft Construction. Runs 
through Coomera TAFE (minimum 18 years old 
to apply – school leaver option) 

Select this course if you are interested in 
these kinds of Careers: 

✦ Fashion design Engineer, Industrial 
Design and Technology, 
Manufacturing, Graphic Design, 
Architecture  
 

Select this course if you are interested in these Senior 
School Courses: 

✦ General Courses - Engineering, Design  

✦ Applied Courses - Engineering Skills, Fashion, 
Industrial Graphics Skills, Industrial Technology Skills 

✦ Possible VET Courses - Engineering, Fashion Design 
& Technology, Textile Design & Development, 
Design, Graphic Design, Creative Product 
Development, Enterprise Architecture Practice 

✦  
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Food and nutrition would be a more academically rigorous PEC than Food and Hospitality- focussed more 
towards students looking at Food and Nutrition   

✦ FOOD AND HOSPITALITY PRACTICES (DESIGN AND TECHNOLOGIES) 

 

Intended Learning Outcome   
 
Food and Hospitality Practices will develop your knowledge, understanding and skills relating to the 
hospitality industry, with a specific emphasis on food and beverage production and service.  
  
In this course you will investigate and make judgements on the ethical and sustainable production and 
marketing of food and fibre.  You work both as individuals and teams to plan and implement design solutions 
in a hospitality context.   
  
You will gain skills in establishing safe and efficient procedures in the preparation and service of food and 
beverages whilst managing a project of your own design. 
  

Assessment 

✦ Project 

✦ Investigation or Examination 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Select this course if you are interested in 
these kinds of Careers: 

✦ Chef, Cook, Barista, Baker, Wait Staff, 
Events Management, Hotel/ Resort 
Staff, Other Hospitality options  

Select this course if you are interested in these  
Senior School Courses: 

✦ General Courses – Food and Nutrition 

✦ Applied Courses - Hospitality Practices  

✦ Possible VET Courses  - Food Processing, 
Food Handling, Hospitality Management, Cert 
III Maritime Operations (Marine Cookery) 
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✦ FOOD AND NUTRITION (DESIGN AND TECHNOLOGIES) 

 

Intended Learning Outcome   
 
Our Food & Nutrition course places greater emphasis on the study of food science, nutrition and food 
technologies.   
  
In this course you will investigate relevant sectors of the food industry, including elements such as the 
development, production, processing, transportation, storage and distribution of food. You learn about the 
nutrients found in food, their functions, sources and recommended values to support healthy eating.   
  
You will develop skills in food production, establishing safety procedures that minimise risk and manage a 
project with safety and efficiency in mind when making designed solutions.  

 
  

Assessment 

✦ Project 

✦ Investigation or Examination 

 
 

 

 

 

  

Select this course if you are interested in 
these kinds of Careers: 

✦ Dietitian, Nutritionist, Food Scientist, 
Other Food and Health Industry Options 

Select this course if you are interested in these  
Senior School Courses: 

✦ General Courses – Food and Nutrition, Health 

✦ Applied Courses - Hospitality Practices  
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4.2.4 The Arts 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Course Description 

 
The Arts have the capacity to engage, inspire and enrich all students, exciting the imagination and 
encouraging them to reach their creative and expressive potential. The five Arts subjects enable students 
to learn how to create, design, represent, communicate and share their imagined and conceptual ideas, 
emotions, observations and experiences. 
 
The Arts includes curriculum for five distinct yet related subjects: 

✦  

✦ Dance 

✦ Drama  

✦ Media Arts  

✦ Music  

✦ Visual Arts
 
These subjects have close relationships and are often used in interrelated 
ways. At the same time, each has a distinct body of knowledge, 
understanding and skills, and reflects different approaches to arts’ practices 
and critical and creative thinking. The curriculum for each subject examines 
past, current and emerging arts’ practices across a range of cultures and 
places. 
 

Course Organisation  
 

The Arts Personal Endeavour Courses enable you to specialise in their study of one or more specific areas 
of The Arts. You are able to select one or more of The Arts PECs to study across Year 9. 
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✦ MYTHS AND FABLES (VISUAL ARTS) 

 

Intended Learning Outcome   
 
You will explore the retelling of famous fairy tales and cultural stories through art and will learn how to 
communicate a meaning through visual elements and work with a range of 3D and 2D materials to create 
artworks. You will visit art galleries and create exhibition brochures and blogs that reflect the community’s 
culture. You will also learn how to evaluate artworks and identify how specific pieces are represented.  
  
Please note that the study of this course may require 
the payment of additional fees.  

 
  

Assessment 

✦ Gallery Visit/Art Investigation 

✦ Making Task/s 

✦ Exhibition Brochure/Blog Responding 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

✦ BLUES TO ROCK (MUSIC) 

 

Intended Learning Outcome   
 
Music fosters creative and expressive communication. It allows students to develop musicianship through 
making (composition and performance) and responding (musicology). Music allows students to learn about 
designs, identities, innovations and narratives while encouraging them to explore their own style.  You will 
learn about chords for writing rock and pop compositions and transposition. You will develop your 
performance skills by creating your own mash-up and respond to music performances analysing their 
purpose as a form of entertainment.  
 

Assessment 

✦ Composition and Performance 

✦ Viva Voce Multi-Modal Presentation 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Select this course if you are interested in these 
kinds of Careers: 

✦ Design, Graphic Design, Professional Artist, 
Illustrator, Photographer, Animator, Curator, 
Printmaker, Art Teacher/University Lecturer 
Cinematographer, Architect and Design  

✦  

Select this course if you are interested in 
these  Senior School Courses: 

✦ General Courses – Art 

✦ Applied Courses – Certificate in Creative 
Industries  

Select this course if you are interested in these 
kinds of Careers: 

✦ Private Music Teacher, Music Therapist, 
Secondary School Teacher, Television 
Production Assistant, Programme Researcher, 
Arts Administrator, Editorial Assistant, 
Marketing Assistant, Public Relations 

✦  

Select this course if you are interested in 
these  Senior School Courses: 

✦ General Courses – Music  

✦ Possible VET Courses - Certificate in 

Creative Industries 
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✦ SOUND PRODUCTION (MUSIC) 

 

Intended Learning Outcome   
 
You will learn how to write a song in rock/pop style. You will use music recording software and apply your 
performance skills to design and record your own song. You can select Sound Production without having 
studied music before; a general interest in creating and being innovative with music is key.  
 

Assessment 

✦ Composition and Performance 

✦ Composition Statement  
 

 

 

 

 

 

✦ ALL THE WORLD’S A STAGE (DRAMA) 

 

Intended Learning Outcome   
 
You will perform devised and scripted drama in different forms, styles and 
performance spaces. You will collaborate with others to plan, direct, produce, 
rehearse and refine performances using your expressive skills in voice and 
movement to convey dramatic action. You will participate in drama workshops with 
industry professionals and will view live theatre performances and analyse their 
effectiveness in creating dramatic meaning. A general interest in performance and 
responding to live theatre is preferred if selecting this course.  
 
Please note that the study of this course may require the 
payment of additional fees.  
 

Assessment 

✦ Making- Presenting (Scripted Performance) 

✦ Responding – Extended Analytical 

✦ Making – Forming (Dramatic Concept:  
Multi-Modal Presentation) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Select this course if you are interested in these 
kinds of Careers: 

✦ Video and Sound Engineers, Recording 
Engineers, Creative Industries, Arts 
Administration, Education, Communications, 
Project Design 

✦  

Select this course if you are interested in these  
Senior School Courses: 

✦ General Courses – Music, Drama, Film and 
Television 

✦ Possible VET Courses - Certificate in 
Creative Industries 
 

Select this course if you are interested in these 
kinds of Careers: 

✦ Advertising Agent, Business Manager, 
Company Manager, Fine Arts Manager, 
General Manager, House Manager, Managing 
Director, Marketing, Personal Manager, Press 
Agent, Producer, Production Assistant, Public 
Relations, Publicist, Actor, Comedian, 
Dramatic Artist, Extra, Live Theatre, Motion 
Picture Performer, Musicals, Commercials, 
Radio 

Select this course if you are interested in 
these  Senior School Courses: 

✦ General Courses - Drama 

✦ Possible VET Courses - Certificate in 
Creative Industries 
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✦ SO, YOU THINK YOU CAN DANCE? (DANCE) 

 

Intended Learning Outcome   
 
You will explore the artistic function of dance, with a focus on dance for 
entertainment.  You will engage with popular styles of dance and create 
works for competition. This unit allows you to demonstrate your 
experience in various forms of artistic dance, as well as build upon your 
individual skills and technique. You will choreograph and perform your 
own pieces to communicate your stylistic expression and perform these 
for an audience. It is advised that students who select this course have 
a preferred interest in dance and have had some experience in creating 
and performing dances.  
  

Assessment 

✦ Making – Performing Task 

✦ Responding – Review 

✦ Making – Choreographed Artistic Routine and  
Pitch (Multi-Modal) 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

✦ FILM PRODUCTION (MEDIA ARTS) 
 

Intended Learning Outcome   
 
Take control of variety of media arts equipment as you bring a film to life. In this Personal Endeavour Course, 
you will create your own envisioned culture jamming short film that focuses on a global issue.  Using camera, 
sound equipment, editing suits, green rooms and so much more, you will be able to collaborate and create 
your desired film to showcase your creative and technical skills in a unique forum. Budding film, streaming 
and TV enthusiasts this is for you! 
 

Assessment 

 

✦ Responding – Written Review 

✦ Making – Project: Script, Storyboard and Broadcast 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Select this course if you are interested in these 
kinds of Careers: 

✦ Theatre, Professional Dance, Choreography, 
Performance Industry, Health and Fitness, 
Personal Training, Education, Arts 
Administration 

Select this course if you are interested in these 
kinds of Careers: 

✦ Presenter, Sound Engineer, Blogger, Video 
Producer, Film Editor, Advertising  Media 
Buyer, Copywriter, Media  Researcher, 
Broadcast Journalist, Writer, Social  Media  
Manager 

Select this course if you are interested in 
these Senior School Courses: 

✦ General Courses – Film and Television 

✦ Possible VET Courses - Certificate in 

Media 

Select this course if you are interested in 
these Senior School Courses: 

✦ General Courses – Dance 

✦ Possible VET Courses - Certificate in 
Dance 
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✦ FUNCTIONAL ART - CERAMICS (VISUAL ART) 
 

Intended Learning Outcome   
 
You will engage in art making processes to produce an artwork that defines a purpose. You will create a 
Design Brief for your own Tic Tac Toe set and then create this with ceramics. You will evaluate your artwork 
and analyse the connections between visual conventions, practices and viewpoints that represent your own 
ideas. No previous experience required but a general interest in Visual Design and using 3D materials is 
preferred. Please note that the study of this course may require the payment of additional fees.  
 

Assessment 

 

✦ Making Task – Research, Evaluation and Application 

✦ Making Task: Tic Tac Toe – Design Brief and Ceramic Art 

✦ Artist Talk – Evaluation and Analysis of Own Art Work 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Select this course if you are interested in these 
kinds of Careers: 

✦ Advertising, Design, Ceramics, Animation, 
Illustrating, Game Design, Photography, 
Styling, Visual Merchandising 

Select this course if you are interested in these  
Senior School Courses: 

✦ General Courses – Art 

✦ Applied Courses – Visual Arts in Practice 
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4.3 Activate: Global Entrepreneurs 

Foxwell State Secondary College is proud to be partnering with Future Anything to deliver their flagship in-
curriculum entrepreneurship program, Activate. As part of this 
program, students identify and explore problems that matter to 
them, such as an issue impacting health, marginalised groups in 
society or the earth in general, before using design thinking 
methodologies to ideate, prototype, develop and pitch their own 
innovative, scalable and sustainable enterprise solutions. In 
developing as young entrepreneurs, students will develop an 
understanding and appreciation of self, including personal 
passions, interests, values and strengths. 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

4.4   Micro-credentials 
 

Across the year, students will be provided with opportunities to either gain or demonstrate the achievement 
of micro-credentials, which can be included on their COMPASS, awarded at the end of Year 9. The process 
for applying for micro-credentials to be included in the COMPASS, as well as those that can be achieved 
during the course of Year 9, will be provided at the beginning of 2021.  

 

4.5 Careers, Connections, Empowered Learning and Enrich 
 

The beginning of The Compass Years signals a shift towards a more focused approach to developing a 
sense of self, others and the world in relation to where students have been – exploring The Wonder Years 
– and where they will venture onto next – The Fusion Years. To support students in aligning themselves to 
this shift so that they may gain the most from it and be prepared for whatever comes next, time is dedicated 
to finding direction: thinking about future pathways; making connections with others and the world around 
them; becoming empowered learners, and enriching all aspects of their experience by determining what 
else is needed to move them forward. Across Year 9, students will explore important aspects of themselves 
and others through: 

✦ Career Education and Work Education  
 

✦ Developing Connections by learning about: 
o who they are; 
o what they stand for/their personal value system ; 
o their personal strengths; 
o developing their personal narrative; 
o developing a sense of others – emotional intelligence, building positive relationships, 

understanding other, developing cohesion; 
o making a contribution, through their learning, across all contexts in their world; 
o being part of a connected community. 

 
 

✦ Developing as empowered learners by engaging in: 

Activate culminates in a National Competition where the best 
student-led enterprises pitch for funding and support to launch 
their ideas out of the classroom and into the real world. 
 
In Semester 1, students will engage in Activate for 2 lessons a 
week and will work collaboratively with others in developing their 
enterprise solution to their identified problem. This course aligns 
with our focus on achieving deep learning outcomes with and for 
students, and affords the opportunity to develop the six 
competencies – Character, Creativity, Collaboration, Critical 
Thinking, Communication And Citizenship – in a genuine and 
relatable context for learning. The program also draws on the 
national curriculum for Humanities and Social Sciences.  
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o philosophies of learning; 
o neuroscience and brain plasticity; 
o concepts such as growth mindset, grit and the learning pit; 
o academic coaching, fitness and readiness; 
o planning for accomplishment; 
o the 6Cs; 
o Positive Education. 

 

✦ Enriching their learning by accessing opportunities for additional support, extension and 
intervention. 

 

Café Experience 
 
An important part of their year program for all Year 9 students will be their participation in a week-long 
intensive experience in running the College Café, Kaizen. From menu design, to food preparation, to service 
as well as business operation and management, each student will be involved in the day-to-day operation 
of this real-life business.  
 
The Café Experience brings to life the students’ learning about themselves and their interactions with others, 
their development of the 6Cs, the understandings they have gained through their study of key learning areas 
across Year 7 to 9, and their ability to make connections between their learning and the world around them.  
 
While students will not be formally assessed on their demonstration of their skills and learning, they may 
have the opportunity to gain micro-credentials/qualifications across the week. Students will be required to 
collaborate with their teachers regarding the work that will need to be done in order to stay on-track with 
their classes upon their return.   
 
 

4.6 Extension Programs 

Students may apply to study one or more of the Extension Programs:  English Extension, Mathematics 
Extension and Science Extension. Applicants will need to fulfil minimum suitability  requirements as relevant 
to each course:    
 

 Academic 

Achievement:  Year 8 

Semester 1 Result and 

Term 3 Result;  

Effort: Year 8 

Semester 1 Result and 

Term 3 Result 

Behaviour: Year 8 

Semester 1 Result and 

Term 3 Result 

English Extension B+ or better in English Excellent or Very Good Excellent or Very Good 

Mathematics Extension A or B in Mathematics Excellent or Very Good Excellent or Very Good 

Science Extension A or B in Science Excellent or Very Good Excellent or Very Good 

 
It is recommended that students wishing to apply for acceptance into one or more Extension Courses 
carefully considers their overall workload and any other commitments, such as to extra-curricular activities, 
to ensure they are planning for a well-balanced and manageable program of study in Year 9.  
 
In general, the Extension Courses in English, Mathematics and Science have, as their basis, the core 
curriculum studied in each learning area in Year 9. Students will be expected to demonstrate increased 
autonomy, independence and initiative in their learning. Participation in academic competitions and co-
curricular activities, where available, is recommended to further enrich the learning experience in each 
course.  
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4.6.1   English Extension 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The English Extension Course will require students to: 

✦ read widely, from a range of genres and text types; 

✦ construct responses with greater independence and originality; 

✦ demonstrate their ability to comprehend, respond to and construct more sophisticated,  
complex texts; 

✦ discuss their metacognitive activity when engaging with, responding to or constructing texts; 

✦ demonstrate exemplary effort and behaviour in engaging with their studies. 

 

4.6.2    Mathematics Extension 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The Mathematics Extension Course will require students to: 

✦ demonstrate increased automaticity and responsiveness; 

✦ solve complex/more challenging and unfamiliar problems with increasing independence; 

✦ independently select and apply the most effective problem-solving and reasoning skills;  

✦ explain their metacognitive activity when engaging in mathematical processes; 

✦ demonstrate exemplary effort and behaviour in engaging with their studies. 
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4.6.3.   Science Extension 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The Science Extension Course will require students to: 

✦ demonstrate more independence in adopting an inquiry-based approach to their study of science; 

✦ explain their metacognitive activity when engaging in their investigations, experiments and analysis 
at an increasingly sophisticated standard; 

✦ provide informed, well-reasoned responses and solutions to complex scientific problems; 

✦ demonstrate exemplary effort and behaviour in engaging with their studies. 
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5.0    Programs of Excellence 

The Programs of Excellence will be offered to current students of the programs who wish to continue to be 
involved in Year 9 and who continue meet the eligibility requirements. Students not in a Program in Year 7 
or 8 who wish to apply for any available positions in a Program/Programs, may do so by following the usual 
process for applying for Programs of Excellence. This information can be accessed via this link to the 
College website: https://foxwellssc.eq.edu.au/curriculum/excellence-programs. Year 9 students enrolled in 
Programs of Excellence are required to adhere to the requirements relevant to their Program, as outlined 
below: 
 

Program Required Courses 
Required 

PECS 

Suggested 

Courses 

Additional 

Requirement 

Other 

Requirements 

 
At least one (1) of:  
- English Extension 
- Literature Studies PECs 
- Mathematics Extension 
- Science Extension 

 

Any one (1) 
PEC from 
Technologies 
Learning Area 

Before school 
session 

Relevant  
Extra-
Curricular 
Activity 

  
At least one (1) of:  
- Mathematics Extension 
- Science Extension  

 

Any one (1) 
PEC from the 
Technologies 
Learning Area 

Before school 
session 

Relevant  
Extra-
Curricular 
Activity 

  
 
 
 

 

Any one (1) 
PEC from 
The Arts 
Learning 
Area 

 
Before school 
session 

Relevant  
Extra-
Curricular 
Activity 

  
  

Recommend 
2 relevant 
PECs from 
Health & 
Physical 
Education  

Before school 
session 

Relevant  
Extra-
Curricular 
Activity across 
the year 

 

 

https://foxwellssc.eq.edu.au/curriculum/excellence-programs
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6.0.   Additional Learning Opportunities and Experiences 

Students who feel connected to and valued in their school and community will be, invariably, more engaged 
in their learning and feel a positive sense of purpose in their day-to-day experience. To facilitate this sense 
of connection and contribution, to ensure a well-rounded program of study in Year 9, and to develop each 
student holistically, the College will provide additional learning opportunities and experiences. These 
activities will be optional though strongly encouraged, and may include: 
 

✦ extra- and co-curricular activities 

✦ excursions 

✦ competitions  

✦ enrichment activities 

✦ partnership programs 

✦ tertiary and pathways experiences and expos 

✦ Year 9 COMPASS Camp 

✦ tours 

✦ WIN Time, as in Year 7 and 8 with an intention to provide peer coaching 

✦ Academic coaching  
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 7.0.   Student Wellbeing, Engagement and Learning 

 
 
The Student Wellbeing, Engagement and Learning (SWEL) Team, consisting of the Deputy Principal, Head 
of Department SWEL, Head of Inclusion, Heads of Year, Guidance Officer, School-based Youth Health 
Nurse and Chaplain will continue to support students as they navigate their way through The Compass 
Years. The SWEL Team will focus on: 
 

✦ Attendance; 

✦ Behaviour, including Academic Behaviour; 

✦ Progress and data relating to overall Academic Achievement, Behaviour and Effort; 

✦ Social-Emotional Development;  

✦ Personalised learning needs, support and intervention; 

✦ Any other impediment or barrier to effective engagement in learning.  
 
While not a direct member of the SWEL Team, each student’s Learning Mentor will partner with the Team 
to ensure that each student is able to flourish. Specific activities of the Learning Mentor, such as Academic 
Coaching, will be directed by the Deputy Principal, The Compass Years, in consultation with the SWEL 
Team to ensure overall alignment with the rest of the College. 
 

Key Contacts – Year 9 2022 
 

✦ Deputy Principal, The Compass Years   Ms Dianne Nicolas  

✦ Head of Inclusion      Ms Victoria Leadbeatter 

✦ Head of Department – SWEL, Health and Physical  
    Education and Japanese  Ms Elle Bullock 

✦ Head of Department – English and Humanities  Ms Danielle Goddaer 

✦ Head of Department – Mathematics    Ms Tania Russell 

✦ Head of Department – Science    Ms Nahdia McClymont 

✦ Head of Department – Technologies    Ms Janet Crowe 

✦ Head of Department – The Arts    Ms Cara McLennan 
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8.0   Date Claimers  

 

 
 

Please note the following dates and timelines for Year 9 2022 Course Planning: 

 

✦ Year 9 2022 Information Night 
 

Term 3, Week 3, 
Tuesday 27 July 

Sports Performance Hall, 
5.45pm – 7.30pm 

✦ Head of Department Consultations  Term 3, Week 3 and 4  

✦ Year 9 2022 Course Selections 
First Cycle – Open Selection 
 

From Term 3, Week 4   

✦ Year 9 2022 Course Selections  
Second Cycle – Structured Course 
Selection Process 

 

From Term 3, Week 6  

-  Extension Program     
 Applications due Friday 

-    Programs of Excellence     
     Applications due Friday 

 

 

 

  
 


